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P ICTURED ABOVE: KIPLING SCHOOL STUDENTS

Morning Announcement Christmas Carol

For a second year in a row, students at Kipling School performed 12’ish days of morning announcement Christmas carols. Every home room
class picked a different Christmas carol to sing. Starting the first of December, classes sang their carols, one class every morning until every
class had sung their carol. It has become a great event that all students enjoy and some have become creative with using bells and recorders,
one class even walked down the halls with candles singing silent night. Staff and students alike look forward to this becoming an annual
tradition for many more years to come.

ARMED FORCES LETTERS
The Montmartre School Grade 11 students took
time to write letters and make cards for our Armed
Forces members that are stationed overseas this
holiday season. The students were excited to be
able to bring some holiday cheer and to thank our
Armed Forces members for their service.

SANTA’S ANONYMOUS
Students from Cupar School participated in a
Santa’s Anonymous program to provide gifts for
families in need in the community. On December
13, a Wake-A-Thon was held as a fundraiser
for the Santa’s Anonymous event; 76 students
attended staying awake all night to support the
cause! The gifts for the hampers were wrapped
and assembled to make the season bright!

DOVE HOUSE CHRISTMAS CARDS
The residents at Dove House, a senior care home
in the Cathedral neighbourhood of Regina, were
touched to receive cards coloured and written
by Stewart Nicks School students. The kind
messages certainly brightened the day of many
senior citizens who were delighted to display their
lovely Christmas cards on their doors.

TIS THE SEASON FOR GIVING
The students at Cupar School assembled gift
bags filled with toiletries and bath products to
donate to the seniors from Shalom Nursing
Home in Cupar. The students organized and
attended hot dog sales, bake sales and a Wakea-Thon to purchase the items. Many items were
also donated from local businesses within and
around the community of Cupar! The students
were proud and excited to give a little something
to the seniors in the community!

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Stewart Nicks School staff cooked and served
pancakes and sausage to all students on the
last day of school before the winter break. The
staff and students relaxed during breakfast in
their pajamas, and enjoyed the down time after
their performances at the school’s Christmas
concert the previous evening. Buddies big and
little reconvened in the gym after lunch to build
gingerbread houses. Even with their bellies filled
with pancakes and sausage and lunch, students
left a wee bit of room to sample their building
supplies!

CHRISTMAS CONCERT A SUCCESS!
The hard work of the students and staff of
Stewart Nicks School were recognized by two
sell out performances of their Christmas concert,
“Rockin’ Reindeer.” Grand Coulee Community
Preschoolers, and K to Grade 8 students either
performed in or worked backstage to bring this
event together, it was a great kick-off to the
holiday season for all who attended.

Service Projects for Christmas Season
Pilot Butte students in Grades 6 to 8 participated in a number of service
projects during the Christmas season. They worked hard to collect
gently used housewares and toys for Santa Stores at inner city schools
in Regina, baked cookies and muffins for Caring Connections, an
organization that bags lunches and hands them out downtown, and made
cards and notes of good wishes to go along with the lunches. They held
a candy cane ice cream sandwich fundraiser to buy baking supplies and
to make a donation to the Regina Food Bank and PACK project. This
was a wonderful example of learning new skills and giving back to the
community. Job well done!
PILOT BUTTE GR ADE 6 TO 8 STUDENTS

Senior Citizens Project
Montmartre School’s Psychology 30 class is participating in building our school’s
community involvement by working with senior citizens at the local health centre.
Students are working with the seniors to gain hands-on experience and deepen
their knowledge and understanding of who senior citizens are, where they live
and some of the issues we face as we get older. Aside from brightening the senior
citizens’ days by interacting and visiting with them, students are also working with
the residents to create things to make their home more welcoming. Most recently,
they created a gratitude tree for staff and residents to use over the holiday season.

MONTMARTRE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY 30 CLASS
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Celebrating School Community Councils
School Community Councils (SCC) are advisory bodies that contribute to the learning success and well-being of all students within their school
and community. They also encourage and facilitate parent and community engagement. This section features examples of the great work SCCs
are doing.
KIPLING SCHOOL GYM RENAMED
Kipling School and the family of Mr. John Mansuy are pleased to announce
that the Kipling School Gymnasium will be renamed to honour the
accomplishments, leadership and legacy of late educator Mr. (John) Mansuy.
The process to name the gymnasium began in the spring of 2019, when
Kipling School administration was approached by the Mansuy family. The
Kipling School Community Council then became involved, with the decision
finalized recently at the Prairie Valley Board meeting in November.
“The Mansuy family would like to thank everyone who has made this
dedication possible including the Prairie Valley School Division, Kipling
School, Kipling School Community Council, and everyone who has provided
a donation. We look forward to the spring 2020 ceremony where the
gymnasium at Kipling School will be officially renamed the John Mansuy
Gymnasium,” said the family. “Family was everything to Dad and we are
eternally grateful to have been part of the Kipling School family.”
The Mansuy family has also established a scholarship to be awarded
annually to a graduating student from Kipling School. The scholarship is
awarded to a student enrolling in a post-secondary education program, with
a preference given to students pursuing a Bachelor of Education. The first
recipient of this scholarship was awarded in June 2019 to Burke Lyons.
A future announcement will be made regarding an official ceremony to
commemorate this event in the spring of 2020. Thank you to the Kipling
School Community Council for initiating this important work and for all you do
for our students and schools!

MR. JOHN MANSUY

Family and Education
When parents and guardians are engaged and involved, everyone benefits, and schools become increasingly rich and positive places
to teach, learn and grow. Parent engagement is a significant driver of student success and this section celebrates the great work
families and our schools are doing together.

Volleyball Season Wrap-up
To wrap up the volleyball season, the team at Stewart Nicks
School played a number of inter-squad games before taking on
their parents. The parents certainly “schooled” their kids in two
sets, but the mixed teams were much more evenly matched for
the final set! We are always grateful for the opportunities where
parents and guardians join our students in learning and fun.

FAMILIES PLAYING VOLLEYBALL TOGETHER
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Making a Difference

Prairie Valley School Division’s dedicated employees impact the lives of students every single day. Their contributions and hard work truly make a difference!
This month, we celebrate the contributions of Rachelle Mievre, Grade 8 Teacher at Pilot Butte School.
Angela Byrnes, Grade 8 Teacher at École Lumsden Elementary nominated Rachelle Mievre with the following nomination: I would like to nominate Rachelle
for the innovative things she does in her classroom. She combines her love of the arts as well as her love of literacy to engage students in curricular
tasks. Rachelle is also trying to implement the six Cs into her teaching to help her students become well-rounded, global citizens, with the skills needed to
be successful in high school and beyond. She is a collaborative teacher who shares her ideas and resources with other teachers to promote a culture of
collaboration. Outside of the classroom, she is very involved in extra-curricular, specifically in the area of the arts.
WHAT DOES A REGULAR DAY LOOK LIKE FOR YOU?
Teaching in the middle can be unpredictable, so it’s difficult to describe a “typical” day
in my Grade 8 classroom. Each morning I try to meet and greet my students as they’re
walking in the building. This allows me to make connections and check in with them
about ringette games, football practices, dance recitals, and other evening activities they
take part in. I always gauge students’ moods and make mental notes of those who may
need some additional conversation throughout the day.
Instructions, schedules, and visuals are posted on the SmartBoard giving students an
overview of their day. Students sit in collaborative groups for instruction, which could
take the form of whole group mini lessons, small group instruction, modeled strategies,
or co-teaching with interns or colleagues. I teach all subjects except Physical Education
throughout the day and we could be dancing, playing ukulele, engaging in science lab
stations or simulations, painting, utilizing various forms of technology, independent
writing, or practicing math skills. I do my best to take photos and videos to document our
learning.
At the end of the day students check out by telling me their answer to a reflection
question. Sometimes the questions are related to a particular lesson and sometimes
they are general questions such as:
“What is one good thing that happened today?”
R ACHELL MIEVRE, GR ADE 8 TEACHER
“What is something you’re looking forward to tomorrow?”
“What act of kindness did you take part in today?”
On days when I don’t have extra-curricular commitments, I upload any videos, photos, and upcoming events and reminders to our Remind, Twitter,
and Instagram accounts. This allows students and their families to stay engaged in what’s taking place in our classroom. I also use the time to
connect with families as needed through email and phone conversations. When I do have extra-curricular commitments after school you can
usually find me on the stage directing a musical with our Grades 6 to 8 students. If I am mentoring an intern, we spend time post-conferencing,
reflecting on the days’ lessons, and planning next steps to move forward with our learners.
HOW LONG HAVE YOU WORKED WITH PRAIRIE VALLEY?
Out of my nearly 12 years of teaching, nine of them have been in Prairie Valley School Division at Pilot Butte School.
CAN YOU SHARE ONE MOMENT THAT STANDS OUT FOR
YOU IN YOUR TIME WITH PRAIRIE VALLEY?
My best memory in teaching so far is when I was able to use my PPDA funds to travel to Austin, Texas for the Association for Middle Level
Education (AMLE) conference. A few PVSD teachers and executive members from our Saskatchewan Middle Years Association (SMYA) engaged
in networking, speed learning sessions, and seminars. After hearing from some of the world’s top educational leaders and keynote speakers with
more than 10,000 teachers I left Texas feeling rejuvenated and motivated to head back to my students. Afterwards I was able to put new strategies
to use in my classroom, share ideas with other middle years teachers, and plan and co-chair our annual SMYA fall conference.
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Global Read Aloud

All classrooms at Indian Head Elementary School participated in Global Read
Aloud this year, which took place from September 30, 2019 until November 8, 2019.
Global Read Aloud, which was created by Pernille Ripp in 2010, is an activity
with a simple goal in mind; one book to connect the world. The premise is simple;
books are picked to read aloud to the students during a set six week period and
during that time, classrooms try to make as many global connections as possible.
At Indian Head Elementary School, classes used a variety of different platforms to
connect, such as Skype and email. Through global collaboration, students realized
that they are part of something bigger than themselves.

INDIAN HEAD ELEMENTARY STUDENTS

Reuse Event
The Indian Head High School Student Leadership Council and Girls Group
hosted an evening event called REUSE. The purpose of the event was to
bring people together for an evening of fun, food, and fashion. Participants
were treated to a nail bar, braid bar, and supper which was facilitated
by community members and staff. Following supper, a Grade 9 student
presented the societal and environmental impacts of the fast fashion
industry, highlighting what we can do to make better choices. Clothing
donations were collected prior to the event and were modelled by students
in a fashion show to end the evening. The fashion show demonstrated that
you do not always need new clothes to look and feel great. At the end of
the evening, everyone was able to browse the second hand clothing shop
and take home what they needed. Leftover clothing items were donated to
local charities. Indian Head High School is thankful for all the community
support for this event and is already planning next year’s event.
REUSE EVENT ACTIVITIES

Caretakers Rock!
The Student Leadership Council (SLC) wanted to thank the caretakers of Broadview
School for the amazing work they do to keep the school shiny and clean. The whole
school surprised the two caretakers at lunch with a round of applause, a big THANK
YOU, and asked them to sit back and relax while the SLC did their noon-hour duties.
Mr. McRobbie and Mr. Ottenbreit are so kind, hardworking, and know the importance
of building relationships with students. We are so grateful to have them in our building.

MR. MCROBBIE AND MR. OTTENBREIT
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Adventure and Adventurers
The Pilot Butte Grade 8 class, led by intern Miss Clark, completed a
unit on adventure and adventurers. Students were inspired by JeanJacques Savin, who made a homemade barrel and sailed across the
Atlantic at the age of 71. Talk about an adventurer! Grade 8 students
Jake and Dennen, coded a game, taking into account solo survival
skills and mental health lessons they learned, then showed the class
how to play!

The Addams Family
In November, Greenall High School transformed the gymnasium
into a theatre space to showcase the amazing talents of the
extra-curricular musical, The Addams Family. Greenall is
incredibly proud of these students. They were impressive to
watch, and they shone onstage!

SOME OF THE CAST OF THE ADDAMS FAMILY
PRODUCTION

CHARLOTTE’S WEB PRODUCTION
The Eagle Theatre Club at Robert Southey
School performed the two-act play “Charlotte’s
Web” for their annual dessert theatre on
December 6 and 7, 2019. Students from Grades
1 to 12 were involved in this year’s production of
the classic tale.
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More than 60 students were involved in this production (51
directly and 11 through set/props/costumes) and more than
25 staff members volunteered time and talent throughout the
production process. We also had 17 community members
who volunteered their time and talents through technology,
choreography, make-up, front of house support and playing in our
fantastic orchestra.

KIPLING VOLLEYBALL MEDALS
For the first time ever, Kipling School won
medals for girls and boys volleyball this year.
The senior boys won a silver medal and the
senior girls won a bronze.

LITTLE GREEN THUMBS
Little Green Thumbs is a program sponsored
by Agriculture in the Classroom. Ms. Weisbrod
successfully applied for the grant to give Pense
School an indoor garden. Ms. Weisbrod and
Mrs. Williams attended training and the Garden
Club is busy planning, planting and growing. It
is a beautiful set up and the students are very
excited about this new adventure.

Day of Science at the U of R
Grade 8 students at École Lumsden Elementary School travelled to the
University of Regina for a day of science. Students received a short tour
of the University, the Centre for Kinesiology, Health and Sport and the
Research and Innovation Centre where they met former ÉLES student,
Wil Norton. Wil is attending the University of Regina to earn a dual degree
in engineering and computer science. Wil spent some time discussing his
research projects with the students, one on virtual reality and another on
Celestial Laboratories, an award-winning space design and engineering
group developing a specialized airlock for early missions on Mars. After
lunch, students spent time learning about physics and participating in
hands-on labs and demonstrations with professors from the physics
department at the University. Students also got to see one professor ride a
skateboard powered by a fire extinguisher! It was a great day and showed
students, first-hand, real-life applications of science.

GR ADE 8 STUDENTS AT THE U OF R

Cupar and District Heritage Museum

As part of their social studies unit, the Grade 1 to 3 students at Cupar School visited the
Cupar & District Heritage Museum. The students did two teacher-created scavenger
hunts. The visits to the museum were supported and enhanced by two local volunteer
museum board members, Mr. Bailey and Ms. Pain whose wealth of historical knowledge
was greatly appreciated and an asset to our learning!
All the students were intrigued to see the difference in how some of the technology and
household items have changed over time. Many of the kids were shocked at the idea of
bed pans! They could see the evolution of many different types of technology including
the telephone, computers, skates and even helmets. The museum was a great place to
explore history and the students found it very interesting that all the history that was in the
museum was from Cupar. Although the town may be small, the history is mighty!
CUPAR STUDENTS ENJOY HISTORY!

Basketball Sportsmanship

In a recent junior boys exhibition game between Lumsden High School and
Greenall High School, something truly special happened. It wasn’t one player
scoring a tremendous amount of points, nor was it anything to do with the overall
plot and outcome of the game. Instead, it was a genuine act of sportsmanship
and compassion from one player to another on opposing teams.
In the late seconds of the game, Ben, a player from Lumsden who has some
special needs, found himself underneath the basket with the ball and he missed.
Zane, a player from Greenall, rebounded the basketball and passed it back to
Ben who shot again and missed.
This happened a few more times with Zane rebounding the ball and handing it to
Ben until he finally found the bottom of the net. The entire gym erupted in a roar
and Ben ran to the bench smiling and laughing! It was a truly special moment
that transcended sports and reminded everyone in attendance that human
decency and sportsmanship are more important than the final score of a game.
A big thank you to Zane and to Ben for reminding us of that.

BASKETBALL FRIENDS
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Embracing Diversity
Prairie Valley has policies on accepting and respecting human diversity—the differences in people and their unique circumstances. This
section includes stories to increase awareness and celebrate all aspects of our human diversity, including gender identity, sexual orientation,
age, ethnic origin, ancestry, culture, socioeconomic status, religion, family status, and mental and physical disability.

Mini-Mosaic
Grade 6 students at Montmartre school were busy learning about
their own identity, particularly their heritage and culture. In the spirit of
Multicultural Week, they made informative posters and presented them
to their school mates. Just like the annual Mosaic Festival in Regina,
they also brought food samples and other cultural items worth sharing.

Challenger Baseball
Mr. Petrinchuk and Pense School were invited to be a part of their
Challenger Baseball nation! Pense School received $1000 worth of
baseball equipment from the Blue Jays to help run the 15 session course in
the school.
Challenger Baseball is hosted by the Jays Care Foundation, the charitable
arm of the Toronto Blue Jays. The program aims to teach children
and youth the core life skills inherent to baseball, including teamwork,
communication, determination, resiliency, inclusion, independence,
confidence, self-esteem, social skills and courage.

Art Central
Each month, the Education Centre features artwork from schools around the division. Visit the building to see the monthly rotation of student work. This
month the Education Centre is featuring artwork from Cupar School
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Inclusion Classroom of the Month
Greenall HighSchool - Jordyn Leib
In Prairie Valley School Division inclusion means belonging. We know that many teachers and school staff are working hard to facilitate
inclusion in their school and classroom and we want to showcase the great work being done in Prairie Valley School Division. We feature one
classroom each month in Celebrate! Read more on how we bring inclusion into the classroom.

WHAT DOES INCLUSION LOOK
LIKE IN YOUR CLASSROOM?
In Robotics class at Greenall, there are a
variety of learners. This diverse group of
learners requires a variety of tools, types
of technology, and programs to support
students in learning about robots and their
capabilities. Collaboration between students
is key in Robotics as students work together
to build, move, and document how their
robot operates. Students learn from the
same curriculum, but the content is adapted
to meet each student’s learning styles and
needs.
WHAT BENEFITS DO YOU SEE FOR
EVERYONE?
Having a class like Robotics that embraces
full inclusion is a benefit for students, staff,

parents/guardians, and Greenall as a whole.
Students enrolled in Robotics are able to
experience, learn from, and work alongside
others with varying learning needs. The
technology available in Robotics is inclusive
because it can be used by nearly every
learner, which makes it so unique to our
school.
WHAT ARE SOME CHALLENGES
THAT YOU HAVE OVERCOME?
As a team, we have had to investigate
appropriate technology for the learners in
Robotics. This meant seeking applications
and programming that can easily be installed
to a student’s assistive technology so they
can partake in operating their robot – just like
their fellow classmates.

WHAT WORDS OF
ENCOURAGEMENT DO YOU HAVE
FOR OTHERS?
Including students in Robotics takes
communication, teamwork, and collaboration
between learning resource teachers, speech
and language pathologists, classroom
teachers, and educational assistants. The
team must work together in an ongoing and
open fashion to continually develop and seek
resources for learners to participate and
engage in the curriculum in an adapted and
engaging way.

Let’s Celebrate Together
Send us your celebration items. Stories should be 80-100 words (about four sentences) and
answer who, what, when, where and why.
Send your stories to
For each story, please send your best photo
communications@pvsd.ca
and include for each person:
January 20 for inclusion
1. First and last name
in the Febraury edition.
2. Position/title or grade/class
3.

School or organization

ON TREATY 4
TERRITORY
PVSD.CA

