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D ICKIE YUZICAPI

Aboriginal Storytelling Month
For Aboriginal Storytelling Month, Dickie Yuzicapi visited École Lumsden Elementary School on February 11, to present to Grades 3 to 5
students. He not only entertained the students with cultural stories, but also played the flute and drums and sang songs in many indigenous
languages. This presentation was made possible by the Town of Lumsden Library program. This was another great partnership between
school and community.

A Visit from a Knowledge Keeper
The History 30 class at Cupar School had the privilege of welcoming
Knowledge Keeper Brian Scribe into the classroom to discuss the populating of
North America, movement of First Nations people through Canada pre-contact,
and First Nations archeological finds. Mr. Scribe, a trained archeologist,
brought in a wide variety of objects found around Saskatchewan, and even
some from as far away as Australia for the students to see. He presented a
view of migration and settlement from a traditional First Nations perspective.
The students gained a lot of insight into early Canadian settlement through his
presentation
KNOWLEDGE KEEPER BRIAN SCRIBE

Loran Scholarship
This year, the Loran Scholars Foundation selected 36 exceptional young
Canadians from a pool of 5,194 applicants who demonstrate a firm commitment
to character, service and leadership potential; breadth in academic and extracurricular interests; integrity; and a high level of personal autonomy.
Kaiden Thompson of Indian Head High School is one of this year’s recipients.
The Loran Award is Canada’s largest and most comprehensive four-year
undergraduate award. Loran poses a lifelong challenge to its scholars to live
outstanding lives of character and take on significant leadership roles, which will
positively impact their communities, Canada, and the world around us.
Loran Scholars receive a renewable four-year award comprising an annual living
stipend and matching tuition waiver from one of the foundation’s 25 partner
universities; tri-sectoral summer internships funding (enterprise, public policy, and
community development); one-on-one mentorship; and the opportunity to connect
with other high-potential youth through scholar gatherings.

K AIDEN THOMPSON

Congratulations Kaiden! We are so proud of you and are excited to see where
your Loran experience takes you.

Reading in the Dark

Broadview School celebrated Family Literacy Day with its second annual
Reading in the Dark event. Students from Grades 1 to 9 brought their
flashlights, blankets, and favourite books to school to read with a buddy in
the gym. We love our students’ passion for literacy and how much joy they
have in reading! The school also hosted a BINGO event, asking students
and families to send in pictures of themselves reading in creative ways then
used to fill in a BINGO card. Broadview School’s BINGO bulletin board is
filling up with pictures!
BROADVIEW SCHOOL STUDENTS BINGO BOARD

Board Visits
The Prairie Valley Board of Education hit the road with our Director of Education
and Deputy Director of Division Services visiting schools, for an up-close and
personal look at how we deliver on the plan they set for us. They visited Indian
Head High School, Indian Head Elementary School and James Hamblin School.
Our Board believes the purpose of public education is to not only graduate
students but to also grow educated, contributing and caring citizens and they
work to offer the very best education possible for those in our communities. The
Board looks forward to more school visits.
BOARD VISIT AT IHES
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Celebrating School Community Councils
School Community Councils (SCC) are advisory bodies that contribute to the learning success and well-being of all students within their school
and community. They also encourage and facilitate parent and community engagement. This section features examples of the great work SCCs
are doing.

Staff Appreciation Week
School Community Councils celebrated Staff Appreciation Week in many
different ways. At Pilot Butte School, they made breakfast for the staff.
Sedley School got weeklong treats delivered daily along with social media
posts with special mention to staff members. Lipton School staff were also
spoiled with daily treats. Kelliher School staff members were given treats
and recess supervision for a day so staff could enjoy the treats. Pense
School received several bouquets of flowers and Montmartre School staff
received ‘tacos for teachers’. This is just a snapshot of the great support
our schools received from SCCs during Teacher and Staff Appreciation
Week and we would like thank all our SCCs for the great things they do for
staff, students and schools.

STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK

SCC Engagement Nights
SCC members from across the division came together for two
engagement nights focused on the benefits of parent and family
engagement. The Prairie Valley Board of Education invited Dr. Debbie
Pushor, a professor at the University of Saskatchewan and leading
expert in parent and family engagement, to give two presentations
to SCC members and the community. We thank our SCCs for their
support of this Board initiative and we look forward to providing more
opportunities for parents in our division to engage authentically in their
child’s learning. For Debbie’s full presentation, visit PVSD.ca.

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
Under the direction of arts educator Ms. Sara
Bechard and educational assistant Mrs. Jennine
Brooks, the Milestone School Senior Musical cast
and crew of “Little Shop of Horrors” completed
three nights of performances to rave reviews.
Students in Grades 7 to 12 worked hard for months
to learn lines, rehearse songs, build sets and
master the puppetry of Audrey II, the human eating
plant! Thanks to all community members and the
team at Milestone School who supported this
production!

DR. DEBBIE PUSHOR

JOEY POUCHES
The Kipling School Kwilters made joey pouches
for Australian orphaned and injured koalas,
possums and kangaroos and bat wraps for
homeless bats.
The school quilting club usually meets once a
week at lunch or after school, but worked three
to four times a week to make pouches and wraps
for the animals. True leaders in learning and life!

ROBOTICS CLUB IN CUPAR
Mrs. Scott shared her robot collection with Cupar’s
robotics club to show students what robots were
like in the 80s. The school’s robotics club has been
busy learning to block code in Minecraft Education
and is excited to start building their Lego Mindstorm
NXTs and EV3s – which they will use to compete in
Pense at the Robot Rumble. Students have already
started coding Ozobots for a dance-off. It is great to
see how far technology has come – and how cool
robots have always been!
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Making a Difference
Prairie Valley School Division’s dedicated employees impact the lives of students every single day. Their contribution and hard work truly make a difference!
This month, we celebrate the contributions of Cassandra Doering, Grade 2/3 Teacher at Stewart Nicks School.
Patti Thurmeier, Principal at Stewart Nicks School, made the following nomination:
I believe that making a positive difference is something that Cassandra (Sandy) Doering has in her blood, and that is the reason I chose to make this
nomination. Sandy works exceptionally hard to build and nourish relationships with her students and their parents, fostering a “working together in the best
interest of the child” mentality. Her regular communications home are always warm, supportive and collaborative, contributing to the genuine home-school
team relationship. Sandy is passionate about the arts, Treaty education, Indigenous ways of knowing and learning and inquiry-based learning – all of which
she blends to create wonderful cross-curricular learning opportunities for her students. She works as part of a school-based team of students and staff to
plan special events throughout the year and is willing to lend a hand to whoever may need help. Sandy is a quiet risk taker and a deeply reflective practitioner,
thoughtfully pondering new approaches and pedagogy, then jumping in whole-heartedly when presented with an opportunity to challenge her professional
practice. She has served as a cooperating teacher and mentor to teachers new to the profession and facility, sharing her love of what she does with all.
Our school is a special place because of her love for her colleagues, students and their families. She has helped coordinate the AMP It Up! program, and
contributed to Treaty Four celebrations and is part of the Aspiring Leaders program. Thank you, Sandy, for making a difference!
WHAT DOES A REGULAR DAY LOOK LIKE FOR YOU?
The day starts early with my own three kids, nine-year-old twin sons and a
seven-year-old daughter. After dropping them off, I like to turn on an audio
book and drive out to Grand Coulee where I prepare for the rest of my 25
kids. I find that my work as a teacher and a parent is one and the same and
that it doesn’t start and stop with the bell. My relationships with families and
students are a direct reflection of the experiences that I have as a parent and
the hopes I have for the education system I can influence. So, when I get
to the school, I check my SeeSaw messages and emails to see if parents
have messaged me about their child’s needs for the day. During recess
supervision, you’ll find me in conversations with students about the latest
Netflix shows, supporting relationship building or visiting with colleagues
about our work and celebrations. Although my day with students ends at
2:15, I rarely leave the building early and usually tote a bag or two home to
complete marking, planning and communication.
HOW LONG HAVE YOU WORKED WITH PRAIRIE
VALLEY?
I started teaching with Prairie Valley in 2006 making this my 14th year.
CAN YOU SHARE ONE MOMENT THAT STANDS OUT
FOR YOU IN YOUR TIME WITH PRAIRIE VALLEY?
So many moments stand out, like when the students worked with the Regina
Symphony Orchestra for the Link Up program, or when Detective Dooring
showed up to teach inferencing skills this year. But these moments have only
been accomplished because I have worked with amazing colleagues who
taught me how to support each student as an individual and how to create
authentic and meaningful learning opportunities. Many, many moments are
meaningful because I’ve been met by parents who were open to sharing their
child’s struggles at home as a way to support their child in my classroom.
When my passion for learning is reflected back to me in the engagement of
my students, these moments make me grateful for the job I have.
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CASSANDR A DOERING, GR ADE 2/3 TEACHER

Family and Education
When parents and guardians are engaged and involved, everyone benefits, and schools become increasingly rich and positive places to
teach, learn and grow. Parent engagement is a significant driver of student success and this section celebrates the great work families and
our schools are doing together.

Electrical Circuit
Grade 6 students at École Lumsden Elementary School
experienced an “electrical circuit” where local businesses were
invited to discuss the topic of electricity. Jason Rankin, parent
and owner of Rankin Electric, presented a variety of tools and
equipment as well as his knowledge on not only the career but how
electricity works in our home. Students asked many questions
and received informative answers to their inquiries. Staff from
Kelln Solar also presented on solar energy and showed students
many interesting examples of solar energy both in our community
and abroad. It was a wonderful day of parent and community
engagement in learning!

JASON R ANKIN WITH ELES STUDENTS

Art Central

Each month, the Education Centre features artwork from schools around the division. Visit the building to see the monthly rotation of student work. This
month the Education Centre is featuring artwork from James Hamblin School. The black and white pieces were a part of a study of the book “The Secret
Path” with a theme of reconciliation. Grade 1 did the colour piece as part of a Health unit about body parts.

Agribition Scholarships Awarded
Canadian Western Agribition has awarded several $2,500 scholarships to students with a history of involvement in Agribition as
exhibitors, volunteers or competitors pursuing post-secondary education. Two former McLean School students were recipients.
Shelby Lockie from Balgonie, Sk., was raised on a commercial cow-calf operation. She spent seven years participating in the Agribition
High School Rodeo and became the Saskatchewan High School Rodeo Queen.
Baxter Blair of McLean, Sk., grew up on a commercial and purebred Angus operation and has participated at CWA for eight years as a
beef exhibitor.
Congratulations to both for their success and good luck with your post-secondary endeavors!
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Cupar Family Literacy Day
Cupar School celebrated Family Literacy day with a visit from author Judith
Silverthorne. The staff and students were thankful for the knowledge Judith
shared with our Grades 1 to 9 students about the buffalo and her presentation on
her book “Honoring the Buffalo”. As a Saskatchewan writer, students connected
to the stories behind the books she writes and now look forward to reading many
more of her books. The Grade 5/6 class wrote a letter to thank the author for her
great presentation and to wish her luck on her tour in Germany.

CUPAR STUDENTS WITH JUDITH SILVERTHORNE

Sask Apprenticeship Presentation
Grade 6-8 students at Stewart Nicks School recently had the opportunity
recently to hear a presentation by Glynn Wright from the Saskatchewan
Apprenticeship program. The presentation introduced students to the
trades and options after school, as well as the high school Saskatchewan
Youth Apprenticeship program (SYA). The SYA program is a series of
“challenges” that students do in high school which allows them to begin to
understand what they may enjoy and what trades are out there, and what it
means to be an apprentice.
Mr. Wright told the students about being the student who was constantly
told to go to university when he was not even sure that was what he wanted
to do. He spoke about how the trades allow individuals to explore more
project-based learning and work. He explained how grants offset the cost
of the program, walking students through the different options and showing
them that it is very possible to do what you love and not worry about the
expenses. Students were quite excited to learn that they could “get paid to
go to school!”

GLYNN WRIGHT - SK APPRENTICESHIP PROGR AM

Survival 2020!
Grade 6 students of École Lumsden Elementary spent the day in the outdoor
classroom to reinforce their thematic English Language Art unit of Survival!
Students were in different literature circles centered on novels including The
Hatchet, The Raft, Touching Spirit Bear, The Wave, Island of the Blue Dolphins,
and Attacked by a Grizzly Bear. The day of learning in the outdoor classroom
provided students with challenges based on the novels, which brought the theme
of survival to life. Students had to work as a team and collaborate in order to
succeed! It was a wonderful day of learning and fun.

ELES STUDENTS SURVIVAL DAY
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HONOUR BAND PARTICIPANTS
Congratulations to the 2020 Honour Band
participants! Four students from Indian Head
High School were accepted into the University
of Regina’s annual Honour Band. Students from
around the province are nominated by their band
teacher and are then chosen to be a part of this
advanced select band. The students worked hard
all weekend and then presented a successful
performance at the Riddell Centre Theatre at the
University of Regina on February 1. We are very
proud of our students who represented Indian
Head so well!

DEEP LEARNING
The team at Milestone School has been working
to build capacity for deep learning in the school.
Deep learning is a process for acquiring the 6
Global Competencies (character, citizenship,
collaboration, communication, creativity and
critical thinking) through learning design and
experiences. Recently, the team, including all
employee groups, participated in a half day
workshop on the 6 Global Competencies and the
Deep Learning Framework. All team members
walked away with increased knowledge of the
instructional model and were inspired by those
who shared their own experiences.

CUPAR CODES
In February, Cupar School hosted the
Saskatchewan Science Centre Go! Code
program. Students in Grades 1 to 12 participated
in STEM activities that developed digital skills
in science, technology, engineering and math.
Students had a blast exploring the use of
micro:bits and Ozobots, as well as learning how to
block code.

Jazz Concerts

James Hamblin and Robert Southey schools received a visit from the
University of Regina Wind Ensemble and Jazz Band, featuring some of our
very own Prairie Valley graduates! After performing concerts at the schools,
the University of Regina students worked with Prairie Valley band students
in specialized workshops on each individual instrument. Robert Southey
School principal Kathleen Istace commented on how much students
enjoyed being exposed to new instruments and different types of music.
University of Regina music professors Brent Ghiglione and David Dick
were pleased with the warm reception and enthusiastic audiences at both
schools. We are #pvsdproud of this collaboration!

UNIVERSITY OF REGINA WIND ENSEMBLE AND JA ZZ BAND

Collaboration in Vibank
In January, Vibank Regional School focused on its core value of collaboration. The
Kindergarten and Grade 7/8 classes had the opportunity to walk down to the senior
centre and spend some time with the residents, playing Cribbage and Go Fish while
having a nice visit with yummy treats and juice before heading back to the school. It
was so great to see all ages working together and all the smiling faces!

VIBANK STUDENTS COLLABOR ATE
C EL EB R AT E! F EB R UA R Y 2 0 2 0
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Embracing Diversity
Prairie Valley has policies on accepting and respecting human diversity—the differences in people and their unique circumstances. This
section includes stories to increase awareness and celebrate all aspects of our human diversity, including gender identity, sexual orientation,
age, ethnic origin, ancestry, culture, socioeconomic status, religion, family status, and mental and physical disability.

Painting for Pride

Cupar School’s Gay Straight Alliance invited Lipton School’s Social
Justice Team to participate in an art activity entitled Painting for
Pride. Students engaged in a fun acrylic painting project celebrating
diversity, belonging, and acceptance. Cupar student paintings are on
display at the school to promote the belief that everyone belongs!
[paintings done by (clockwise): Alex Baker (Lipton), Carlene Gillis
(Lipton), Emma-lee Webster (Cupar), Hailey Myers (Cupar)]

CUPAR STUDENT PAINTINGS

100 DAY CELEBRATION
Grade 1 and 2 students at Cupar School
celebrated the 100th day of school, showing what
they have learned by visiting a number of stations
set up at the school. The stations included
creating a list of 100 rhyming words, making a
necklace, doing 100 exercises, skip counting hop
scotch and building a structure with 100 cups
and 100 snap cubes. The students in K to Grade
6 also dressed up like they were 100 years old.
There was fun had by all!
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SK RUSH LACROSSE TEAM
Robert Southey School hosted Jeff Shattler, a
player for The Saskatchewan Rush Lacrosse
Team. He spent the day sharing his passion for
this sport with a variety of age groups and taught
students the basic skills for playing the game as
well as some information about the history of the
sport in Canada.

READING FAIR
In February, McLean School hosted its first
reading fair. It was an opportunity for students, in
Grades 3 to 8, to share their fiction book through
a storyboard display. The goal of the reading fair
was to enhance and encourage reading at all
grade levels. Ultimately, as a result of participating
in this process, students were able to experience a
deeper enjoyment of reading and further develop a
lifelong love of reading.

Inclusion Classroom of the Month
Milestone School - Sarah Bechard, Arts Teacher
In Prairie Valley School Division inclusion means belonging. We know that many teachers and school staff are working hard to facilitate
inclusion in their school and classroom and we want to showcase the great work being done in Prairie Valley School Division. This month we
are featuring the Ms. Sarah Bechard, an Art Teacher at Milestone who is bringing inclusion into her classroom.

WHAT DOES INCLUSION LOOK
LIKE WITH YOUR TEAM?
Inclusion in our elementary art room looks
like exploration, cooperation and celebration!
Our team, which includes teachers, EAs
and learning supports, work closely to
ensure all of our students get their hands
(and feet!) into the messy world of making
art! Whenever possible, students pair up
and support each other! The team is always
looking for ways to include students with
different skills and needs by introducing a
variety of media and methods, but it is often
during the exploration time they get that we
all learn the most about what they can do!

WHAT BENEFITS DO YOU SEE FOR
EVERYONE?
Art is a language we can all speak and the
sooner students and our larger community
get to see that the better off we all are.
WHAT ARE SOME CHALLENGES
THAT YOU HAVE OVERCOME?
Having enough space is a big challenge
in arts education. We are so fortunate to
have a dedicated art room with big, open
spaces for students to move and manipulate
themselves in. Having a room that can be
flexible allows us to move between the
strands (from listening and moving to music
to painting) in a single period. Having the
support of trained and patient educational

and learning support workers is HUGE! My
strengths are creating exciting projects for
my students to explore the arts and I depend
on the educational assistant and learning
support team to help me ensure all my
students are getting the most out of the class
that they can.
WHAT WORDS OF
ENCOURAGEMENT DO YOU HAVE
FOR OTHERS?
Ask for help! When you are stuck, ask. Our
Division is bursting with brilliant people who
know so much and give freely of their time
and talents! Milestone’s team is an incredible
resource and support when I am struggling
to make an idea come to life or to make my
lessons accessible to all our students.

Let’s Celebrate Together
Send us your celebration items. Stories should be 80-100 words (about four sentences) and
answer who, what, when, where and why.
Send your stories to
For each story, please send your best photo
communications@pvsd.ca by
and include for each person:
March 20 for inclusion
1. First and last name
in the April edition.
2. Position/title or grade/class
3.

School or organization
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