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P ICTURED ABOVE: PENSE SCHOOL STUDENTS 1952

Celebrating School History

Pense School embarked on an exciting project recently. For years, historical pictures that were quite old and in need of repair have been on
display in the school’s front foyer. With the support of the SCC, the old pictures were recently removed and the school got to work creating
a new display where they could be honoured. After a few months, the display was done and another exciting project was born. One of the
historical pictures was missing its caption, so there were no names connected to the photo. With the help of Facebook and over 1200 shares
and likes, the school is getting closer to naming all of the students in the picture from 1952. Thanks for all your help!

SNS CENOTAPH CEREMONY
The students and staff of Stewart Nicks School,
along with community members, made their
pilgrimage to the town cenotaph for the annual
Remembrance Day Ceremony. Students read the
names of those from the community who served,
recited special poems of remembrance, laid flowers
and a wreath and held a moment of silence in
respect and appreciation.

PENSE SCHOOL REMEMBRANCE DAY
Students of Pense School planned and participated
in the annual Remembrance Day Assembly. Student
poetry, performances and artwork were all on display
for parents and community members. Students
used the assembly as an opportunity to practice
before taking part in the Town of Pense Service
on November 11, 2019. Great work Lions, your
participation exemplifies the school values.

MILESTONE PAA CHALLENGE
Grade 10 Practical and Applied Arts students at
Milestone School were challenged by their teacher,
Mr. Zech, to create a piece for the Remembrance
Day Assembly. The focus of this challenge was to use
existing materials available in the wood shop. Students
used various equipment such as band saws, jigsaws and
sanders to create unique pieces centered around the
themes of Remembrance Day.

Making a Difference

Prairie Valley School Division’s dedicated employees impact the lives of students every single day. Their contributions and hard work truly make a difference!
This month, we celebrate the contributions of Robert de Waal, Technical Analyst with Prairie Valley School Division.
Ashton Calder, Supervisor of Communication Information and Technology nominated Robert deWaal with the following nomination: Robert provides excellent
IT support and always ensures that staff and students have timely resolutions to their IT issues. Robert has strong work ethic, is a team player, consistently
ensures tickets are completed within service levels and is always volunteering to do additional projects.
WHAT DOES A REGULAR DAY LOOK LIKE FOR YOU?
Information Technology is a team effort and the whole IT team manages the
growing technological needs of teachers, staff and students. Every day is
different with unique challenges. One day I could be on a ladder installing a
new network line. The next day, I might be at a desk removing a virus. I just
never know. My daily tasks depend on what kind of requests come in. I provide
computer and technology assistance to six fantastic schools but also assist in
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HOW LONG HAVE YOU WORKED WITH PRAIRIE VALLEY?
I have worked for Prairie Valley for six years.
CAN YOU SHARE ONE MOMENT THAT STANDS OUT FOR
YOU IN YOUR TIME WITH PRAIRIE VALLEY?
In the field of IT, it is a common mindset viewed by most non-technical people
that “techies” are faceless, nameless, nerdy, geeky guys that just fix computer
problems and then slither back to their server rooms to play games and then
are never heard from again. This is not the case in Prairie Valley and I am proud
of that! When I first started at Prairie Valley School Division, what surprised me
the most was the warm, welcoming and friendly environment I decided to join. I
would walk into any school and be greeted by happy and enthusiastic staff and
students. I was never treated like a typical IT guy. Everyone wanted to know
more about me, and how my day was going, and could they get me anything?
I thought to myself, “They must think I am someone else. Someone important
and handsome, like Nick Nolte or Gary Busey?” This welcoming treatment has
not changed since day one. It was a real eye opener that this is the way work
and life should be. Everyone in Prairie Valley supports each other and tries to
make each day better than the last. The act of showing a smile now and again
goes a long way. In Prairie Valley, smiles are always free, and are given away
like candy.

ROBERT DEWA AL, TECHNICAL ANALYST

Supporting Carmicheal Outreach

This year, the Indian Head Elementary Grade 6 Student Leadership Council
partnered with Carmichael Outreach to create care packages for the
homeless. Students have been working diligently over the past month to
raise funds, then collect and package up the care packages. So far they
have completed 30 packs, with more on the way. Each pack contains basic
necessities as well as a little note to remind the receiver that someone is
thinking about them.
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CARE PACK AGES CREATED BY IHES STUDENTS

Family and Education
When parents and guardians are engaged and involved, everyone benefits, and schools become increasingly rich and positive places to
teach, learn and grow. Parent engagement is a significant driver of student success and this section celebrates the great work families and
our schools are doing together.

Building a Partnership with Families

Indian Head Elementary School is building a partnership with families. Once
a month, families are invited to join the staff for coffee and refreshments in
the foyer. While the adults engage in conversation, the preschool children
enjoy playtime on the carpet with puzzles, books and other preschoolers.
The new tradition, dubbed Colts Coffee Corner, is followed by a Family
Friday event for the Pre-kindergarten students and their families. The Prekindergarten class collaborates with the town library to encourage home
reading and has traveled to the library to learn about the services offered
as well as to sign up for library cards. The families also learned about story
stones and made some of their own. Literacy and home reading have been
a focus at the family events and families have been very enthusiastic about
learning alongside their children. The benefit of these monthly gatherings
will be an augmented relationship between parents and the school as well as
friendships and trust in the future.

INDIAN HEAD FAMILIES BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS

Liberation 75 Tulip Planting Ceremony

MILESTONE STUDENTS PLANTING TULIPS

In May, Milestone School received a letter from the Ambassador to the Kingdom
of the Netherlands and Princess Margriet indicating that in commemoration of the
75th Anniversary of the Liberation of the Netherlands, the school would be gifted
with Liberation Tulip bulbs. The students and team members were very honoured
to be recipients of these commemorative bulbs and held a planting ceremony on
October 23. During the ceremony, speakers shared stories on the significance of
the tulips, memorializing the efforts and sacrifices of Canadian soldiers in liberating
the Netherlands from occupation. Many of the speakers had family connections
to soldiers or citizens of The Netherlands. Entertainment was provided by the
high school band who played both Oh Canada and Wilhemus, the Dutch National
Anthem, and by the Jr. Choir who performed Thankful. Following the ceremony
all students, team members and guests attended a reception in the school gym
featuring refreshments including specially commissioned Dutch Chocolate and
Candied Maple Bacon donuts from Milestone’s The Donut Gallery. It was a
wonderful and significant event!
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Celebrating School Community Councils
School Community Councils (SCC) are advisory bodies that contribute to the learning success and well-being of all students within their school
and community. They also encourage and facilitate parent and community engagement. This section features examples of the great work SCCs
are doing.
VRS AMAZING RACE, 3RD EDITION
In October, Grade 6, 7 and 8 students at Vibank Regional School gathered
and once again put on their bandanas for the VRS Amazing Race – 3rd
Edition. In this event, sponsored by the SCC, four teams went head to
head participating in both physical and mental challenges that included
Blind Picture Drawing, the Blown Away Cup Event, Nail in the Hole and
Name That Puree. In keeping with the school goal of positive mindset,
students had to work as a team to be successful. All the students were
tough competitors and it was a close race though Team Green came
out the winners this year. Congratulations to Team Green and to all the
students who participated, great job! The SCC would also like to extend a
well-deserved thank you to the parent and student volunteers. It couldn’t
be done without you!

GREEN TEAM CHAMPIONS

SmartWheels Program

The Robert Southey School Grades 4, 5 and 6 classes
participated in the Mothers Against Drinking and Driving
(MADD) SmartWheels program. The students participated in
an interactive presentation about the risks of experimenting
with alcohol and drugs. They learned how to avoid becoming
passengers in vehicles with impaired drivers and used tablets
to answer quiz questions about impaired driving. The students
worked through scenarios to practice their smart decision
making skills when faced with situations involving driving with
persons under the influence of drugs or alcohol. The session
ended with students having a virtual reality experience to find out
how their driving ability would be affected under the influence
of drugs or alcohol. The SmartWheels program was inspiring
and empowered our students to make a difference by being the
generation that chooses not to drive impaired by alcohol and
drugs.

MADD SMARTWHEELS BUS AT ROBERT SOUTHEY SCHOOL

Connecting with Community

For weeks, École Lumsden Elementary School (ÉLES) students collected
non-perishable food items for the Fighting Hunger, Feeding Hope
campaign. Organized by the Student Leadership Council (SLC) and Roars,
the school collected almost 1,300 pounds of food for the Regina Food
Bank. Great job ÉLES! The SLC was fortunate enough to be able to deliver
the food on Tuesday, November 5. At this time, students toured the facility
and were able to see first-hand the impact their contributions would have
for Regina families. After the tour, SLC members sorted and put away all
donations. Thank you ÉLES and SLC/Roars for their generosity and hard
work.
FIGHTING HUNGER AND FEEDING HOPE
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Guest Artist Sammy K

Students at four schools worked with Los Angeles-based, Grammynominated drum artist Sammy K. when he returned to Prairie Valley from
November 5-7, 2019. Grades 2 to 4 students at McLean and École White
City schools explored the musical concepts of rhythm, dynamics and tone
colour on drums and Sound Shapes, while Instrumental Jazz students
at Indian Head High School learned about drum set patterns and jazz
articulations. Students in Grades 4 to 8 at Whitewood School and Grades
6 and 7 at École White City School practiced and explored the values
of kindness, communication, respect and community-building through
drumming together. All students enjoyed having the opportunity to learn and
play drums along with Sammy.
GR ADE 4 AND 5 STUDENTS AT WHITEWOOD

Missing and Murdered Métis Women and
Girls Event
Randi LaRocque, a Grade 12 student from Lumsden High School was sashed at the
recent Coming Home: Missing and Murdered Métis Women and Girls event held in Prince
Albert in October. Randi was given a sash by Les Filles de Madelaine Secretariat Inc. for
her commitment to Métis women across Saskatchewan. She is viewed as a role model
because of her dedication to making the world a better place, not just for Métis women
and women in general, but for all.

R ANDI LAROCQUE RECEIVES HER SASH

JAMES HAMBLIN HAUNTED HISTORY
What a great moment caught at James Hamblin’s
Haunted History. School alumni, parents,
community members and school community council
members came out to judge the historical ghosts.

STEWART NICKS HALLOWEEN
The staff and students of Stewart Nicks School
took some time in the spirit of the season to enjoy
some Halloween themed activities. Groups rotated
through eight different stations wearing their black
and orange. There was a bat/bug station, a pumpkin
toss, a math game with dice known as Ghost (aka
Pig), Dueling Skeletons (aka War card game),
puzzles and pictures, Halloween Bingo, spooktacular
stories, a sing-a-long and dance videos. A fun time
was had by all.

SEDLEY STAFF HALLOWEEN
As part of our annual tradition, staff, students, parents
and other community members, dress up at lunch time
and a school Halloween parade is held in the gym.
Following this, we hold a Just Dance (Halloween edition)
dance and end with some “Flashlight Reading” in the
dark, with our reading buddies.
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Embracing Diversity
Prairie Valley has policies on accepting and respecting human diversity—the differences in people and their unique circumstances. This
section includes stories to increase awareness and celebrate all aspects of our human diversity, including gender identity, sexual orientation,
age, ethnic origin, ancestry, culture, socioeconomic status, religion, family status, and mental and physical disability.

Reconciliation Through Education

In late October, Lipton School hosted a flag raising ceremony. At the
time, staff and students did not understand the profound effect that
it would have on the school community. Representatives from the
Board, Standing Buffalo First Nation, the Village of Lipton and the
Métis Nation spoke to the students and guests about the unity that the
flags symbolized. The flags will fly high in front of the school with the
important recognition that from that day forward the community will
move forward as one. It is with deep gratitude the school administration
thanks all who participated in that day and those who spoke to the unity
in this community. Lipton School takes its role in teaching students the
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people seriously, saying education
must first tell the truth of our countries history, which can be difficult to
do, as it tends to strike emotion in people. It may not be simple, or easy,
but it is meaningful.
LIPTON’S FLAG R AISING

Art Central
Each month, the Education Centre features artwork from schools around the division. Visit the building to see the monthly rotation of student work. This
month the Education Centre is featuring artwork from Lipton School

Indian Head Broncs win Gold

The Indian Head Broncs completed a perfect 10 – 0 season with
a 14 – 6 victory over the Notre Dame Hounds in the 3A, 9-man
provincial final. This victory caps off a three year journey for the
Broncs which included silver medals in the 2017 and 2018 seasons.
This is the second gold medal and fourth provincial banner for the
Broncs since the program was reborn in 2011.
2019 3A 9-MAN PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONS
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Inclusion Classroom of the Month
Emerald Ridge School - Ms. Harding and Ms. Mason-Poitras
In Prairie Valley School Division inclusion means belonging. We know that many teachers and school staff are working hard to facilitate
inclusion in their school and classroom and we want to showcase the great work being done in Prairie Valley School Division. We feature one
classroom each month in Celebrate! Read more on how we bring inclusion into the classroom.

WHAT ARE SOME CHALLENGES
THAT YOU HAVE OVERCOME?
Time and materials are a challenge in our
busy profession. Communicating with all
staff involved with our students can be
challenging throughout the day.

WHAT WORDS OF
ENCOURAGEMENT DO YOU HAVE
FOR OTHERS?
There is so much diversity that we are
faced with every day. Seeing the growth
of the students over months and years, is
rewarding and fulfilling.

WHAT DOES INCLUSION LOOK
LIKE IN YOUR CLASSROOM?
In our classroom, inclusion involves
teamwork, collaborating with other
colleagues, educating peers, aligning
curriculum, differentiated instruction, and
students engaged in work that meets their
needs. Inclusion in our classroom also
involves technology.

WHAT BENEFITS DO YOU SEE FOR
EVERYONE?
Peers are often comfortable and tolerant of
differences and students have developed
diverse, caring friendships. Staff are engaged
in learning opportunities, and have the
opportunity to be involved with Prairie Valley
School Division team members and utilize
their expertise. As a school community,
inclusion is embedded in our school values.
We practice these values daily and strive to
model them in everything we do.

Let’s Celebrate Together
Send us your celebration items. Stories should be 80-100 words (about four sentences) and
answer who, what, when, where and why.
Send your stories to
For each story, please send your best photo
communications@pvsd.ca
and include for each person:
December 20 for inclusion
1. First and last name
in the January edition.
2. Position/title or grade/class
3.

School or organization
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