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P ICTURED ABOVE: STUDENTS AT BROADVIEW’S SUMMER LITER ACY CAMP ENJOYED A HIGH WIND DAY WITH OUTDOOR
PAR ACHUTE FUN.

Summer Literacy Camp
Prairie Valley hosted summer camps this year in Broadview and Balcarres and both were huge successes.

CHARLOTTE’S WEB WAS THE THEME
OF THIS YEAR’S SUMMER CAMP.
ABOVE, MISS SUNDECKI READS THE
STORY TO STUDENTS IN BALCARRES.

MISS GOTTSELIG LEADS STUDENTS
THROUGH A STEM CHALLENGE TO
BUILD STRUCTURES STRONG ENOUGH
TO PROTECT EGGS FROM BREAKING
WHEN DROPPED OFF THE PLAY
STRUCTURE.

THE STUDENTS CREATED PLAY-DOH
“TRIOR AMAS” USING THEIR FAVOURITE
SCENE FROM CHARLOTTE’S WEB.

Meet our Summer Students
A lot of work happens over the summer to ensure our schools and programs are in tiptop shape for when students arrive back in September.
We would not be able to get all the work done without the help of our summer students. Over the next few pages we’ll provide you a look into
what they’ve been up to all summer and all the work they’ve helped us complete.

Technology Wizards

ANUPRAS BUROKAS
This is Anupras’ first year with Prairie Valley School Division and he is
really enjoying his time with the IT department. At the end of summer,
Anupras, who is in his third year of software engineering, will be returning
to the University of Regina for a work term.

JUSTINE BABELEROS
This is Justine’s first year with Prairie Valley School Division. He is
enjoying his time working in schools with the IT department. After his
summer with us, Justine will be returning to the University of Regina
for his second year of software engineering.

When Anupras is not working, he enjoys studying, rowing and wrestling,
and outdoor sports like tennis and badminton.

Justine plays basketball, badminton and volleyball when he is not
working or studying.

What They’ve Been Up To
Anupras and Justine supported a lot of work that our team in IT was doing over the summer. Balcarres, Cupar, Clive Draycott, Greenall, Vibank
and Whitewood schools are all set up with new laptops, desktops, Chromebooks, servers and iPads.
The IT team also re-deployed laptops to Balgonie Elementary, Lumsden Elementary, Lumsden High, Pilot Butte, Southey, Indian Head High,
Indian Head Elementary and Fort Qu’Appelle Elementary schools to bring them up to the 2:1 ratio of students to devices.
Fort Qu’Appelle Elementary, Cupar, Lipton, Kelliher and Kipling schools all received new Frontrow sound systems. Milestone School and
Grenfell High schools were each equipped with new VOIP and paging systems. The IT team was also busy upgrading all the software in
the Division, supporting the development of the new student information system rolling out this year and finishing a number of other large
projects, including rolling out new desktops, laptops, server, Chromebooks as well as network and wireless updates for Cowessess First Nation
Community Education Centre as part of a new support agreement.

Art Central

Over the summer, the Education Centre displayed a student poster project
from Balcarres Community School, which highlights important Indigenous
cultural facts.
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Summer Students Cont’d

MATTHEW MCCAW, EMMA VERITY, ALEX ZINGER AND K ASDEN WARD ARE WORKING TOGETHER AT THE EMER ALD RIDGE
MAINTENANCE SHOP THIS SUMMER TO SUPPORT OUR FACILITIES DEPARTMENT.

The Facilities Folks
These four have been working together all summer at the Emerald Ridge maintenance shop, supporting our facilites and maintenance teams with tasks
across the Division.
MATTHEW MCCAW
This is Matthew’s third year with Prairie Valley School Division. Matthew will be returning to the University of Regina in the fall to study accounting.
EMMA VERITY
This is Emma’s second year with Prairie Valley School Division. Last year she helped us with our records retention process and this year she is working
with our facilities and maintenance teams. In the fall, Emma is returning to Saskatchewan Polytechnic to continue her study of architectural technology and
interior design.
ALEX ZINGER
This is Alex’s fourth year working with Prairie Valley School Division. Like Emma, after the summer, Alex is heading back to Saskatchewan Polytechnic to
study architectural technology and interior design.
KASDEN WARD
This is Kasden’s first year working with Prairie Valley School Division. He will return to Greenall High School in Grade 11.
MATT WINCHERAUK - NOT PICTURED
Matt is working for Prairie Valley School Division as a casual floater. This is his tenth year working with us. He recently completed a Masters in English
from Trent University and will be moving to Saskatoon in the fall to work as a sessional lecturer for the U of R and U of S.

ALEXSA ECKLUND
Alexsa is working in the Broadview Maintenance Shop. This is her first year working with
Prairie Valley School Division. In the fall, she will be returning to Broadview School in
Grade 12.

What They’ve Been Up To
Over the summer, these students support our facilities and maintenance teams with all their work, which includes:
•
purchasing and setting up student furniture and equipment
•
working with contractors to ensure timely delivery of projects such as major roof repairs, bathroom renovations, office relocations and
window upgrades
•
waxing classrooms, hallways and shared learning spaces
•
doing major cleaning and preparation of 1.2 million square feet of learning space
•
installing new flooring and painting school buildings
•
renovating learning environments, and
•
maintaining 240 acres of school grounds and property, which includes regular cutting and trimming about every seven days
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Summer Students Cont’d

Keeping the Wheels on the Bus
This summer, 16-year-old student Andrew Weitzel helped the
Division’s eight mechanics get the bus fleet ready for the new school
year. This is Andrew’s first summer with Prairie Valley and this is
his first long-term job outside of a short contract with Volleyball
Nationals.
Every summer the Division’s mechanics and shop staff thoroughly
review, repair and clean each of Prairie Valley’s 216 busses and
43 fleet vehicles. Through many more than 30-degree temperature
days this summer, these guys lifted every hood, checked every light
and adjusted every tire on every vehicle and it’s thanks to them our
busses are ready to travel the 25,000 kilometers across 160 routes
on all kinds of roads every day of the school year.

Records Retention
Tessa Schmitz is in her sixth year working with Prairie Valley
as a summer student helping us go through the thousands of
documents we need to shred each year. She just completed her
education degree in the spring and has also been subbing with
the Division ever since. Tessa, who has worked with us since she
was in Grade 11, says her time as a summer student has been
really good.
Every summer, the Division is required to go through all its old
records containing confidential and non-confidential information
and ensure all records are accurately stored or destroyed. Thank
you to Tessa for all her help in going through the thousands of
documents we had to sort.

Great Minds Think Alike!
It looks like they got the memo! If this was a twin day at work, this
team would have won.
We could not pass up the opportunity to capture this accidental
‘tripleting’ moment between Superintendent of Business
Operations Lola Correia, Superintendent of HR Kasia Magnien
and Deputy Director and CFO Naomi Mellor. What’s that old
addage, great minds think alike? Matching or not, these three are
exceptional leaders in Prairie Valley School Division and are key
members of the leadership team.
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Meeting the New Faces
Mike Walter, Deputy Director
We are excited to welcome Mike Walter as Deputy Director for Instruction and
School Operations. Mike comes to us from Regina Public where he served as
Deputy Director. In his role with Prairie Valley, Mike will lead superintendents
of education, coordinators and their teams, and school-based administrators to
sustain and continue building opportunities and success for all students. He will
also work closely with the Director of Education and Deputy Director for Division
Services to provide strategic direction and leadership to the organization. We are
proud to welcome Mike to the team.

Nicola Saunders, Office Manager/
Executive Assistant
We are also excited to welcome Nicola Saunders to the Education
Centre team. Nicola comes to us from École White City School where
she has worked as an Administrative Assistant for the past two years;
prior to that, she was employed at Sunlife Financial as a Financial
Centre Administrator and previous to that, with British Airways as a
flight control agent for 15 years. Her strong organizational, logistical,
administrative and communication skills will serve Nicola well in
her new role as office manager/executive assistant to the Board of
Education and Director, as will the knowledge about our system that
she has gained during her tenure with Prairie Valley School Division.

Thanks and See You Soon
We want to send a huge thank you to all our summer students who have helped us get ready for the upcoming school year. As the summer
winds down, we want to wish them all the best next year. Good luck to all who are moving on in their career and to those who are not, we hope
to see you back next year!

Let’s Celebrate Together
Send us your celebration items. Stories should be 80-100 words (about four sentences) and
answer who, what, when, where and why.
Send your stories to
For each story, please send your best photo
communications@pvsd.ca
and include for each person:
September 20 for inclusion
1. First and last name
in the October edition.
2. Position/title or grade/class
3.

School or organization
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