Cconseguerices
There are legal consequences for people
that choose to drive while impaired by
drugs or alcohol. All impaired driving related
offences have...
• minimum penalties
• increasingly severe penalties for
subsequent offences
• mandatory driving prohibitions including
immediate roadside suspensions
Immediate Roadside Suspensions
• 24 hours for anyone charged with an
impaired driving related offence. Drivers
will then get their licence back for 7
days before being subject to a 90 day
suspension.
• 24 hours for experienced drivers with
blood alcohol over .04
• 30 days for new drivers with any alcohol
in their blood
Minimum Penalties
• at least $1000 fine and at least a one
year driving ban for first offence
• at least 30 days in jail and at least a
three year driving ban for a second
offence
• at least 120 days in jail and at least a
five year driving ban for any further
offence
In deciding if it is a first, second or
subsequent offence, all convictions for any
related crimes are considered whether
they relate to a refusal, over .08 or
impaired driving.

summary conviction. The maximum penalty
is still significant — up to eighteen months in
jail and up to a three year driving ban for a
first offence.
When the circumstances are more serious the
offence may be prosecuted as an indictable
offence. The maximum penalties here are
even more significant — up to five years in jail.
As well, if any injury is caused drivers face up
to 10 years in jail and up to a 10 year driving
ban. If a death is caused, the maximum
penalty jumps to life imprisonment and a
life-time driving ban.

Stcwing Sc if
It is important not to drink alcohol or take
drugs if you intend to drive any motorized
vehicle including cars, boats, snowmobiles,
ATVs, or motorcycles.
If you are at a place where alcohol is
being served...
• Plan to be the designated driver. Ask
if there is a designated driver program
(non-alcohol content drinks are free or
are at a reduced cost).

These are just some of the ways to help keep
our roadways safe. Many communities such
as Saskatoon, Regina, Moose Jaw and Prince
Albert also have programs in place to report
impaired drivers (RID). These programs
encourage the public to pull-over and call
9-1-1 if they see a driver they suspect
is impaired.
When it comes to mixing alcohol or drugs
with driving the stakes are high for everyone
involved. Careful consideration of all the
consequences is required.
More information on drugs, alcohol and
driving, including information about loss
of insurance, loss of points under the Safe
Driver Recognition program and mandatory
Driving Without Impairment programs can
be found on the Saskatchewan Government
Insurance website at www.sgi.sk.ca .
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• Don't drive if you've been drinking — have
cab money and phone numbers for cabs
on hand or call friends to give you a
ride.
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• Never accept a ride from someone who
has been drinking or taking drugs.
Check the label on prescription or
over-the-counter medications before taking
them so that you can make an informed
decision about driving. Avoid using illegal
drugs.
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Maximum Penalties
Maximum penalties depend on whether
the offence is prosecuted as a summary
conviction or an indictable offence. Less
serious offences are usually prosecuted as

This pamphlet contains general information about the law. This
pamphlet is not legal advice, and should not be considered
legal advice. For further information on this and other areas
of law, contact a library, government agency or PLEA. PLEA is
a non-profit, non-government agency that provides a variety of
legal information services to the public.
If you need legal advice, contact a lawyer.
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Typically when we think about impaired
driving, we think about leaving the bar or
a house party after having "one too many"
and getting behind the wheel of a car.
Impaired driving, however, covers many
other situations. Maybe it was not even a car
you were driving — it could be an ATV, boat,
snowmobile or even farm equipment. Maybe
you did not have any alcohol but you did
take that prescription painkiller or smoked
some dope. And maybe, like so many others,
you thought you were "good to go" or that
it didn't matter because it was not a car or
because you were only going a few blocks.
Choosing to drive after drinking or using
drugs may start a chain of events that
can have long-lasting and life-altering
consequences, for you, your passengers and
others. No one gets behind the wheel after
drinking or taking drugs with a plan to injure
others. But everyday people are injured
or killed by someone impaired by drugs or
alcohol. The law recognizes the serious risks
related to drunk and drugged driving and
provides significant penalties.

impciired Driving cind
Driving CDvr .08
Impaired driving is a criminal offence.
"Impaired" means that a person's ability to
drive has been reduced by the use of alcohol
or drugs. Alcohol is not the only thing you
need to worry about. Over-the-counter drugs,
prescription drugs or illicit drugs can all lead
to impairment. To be charged with impaired
driving, the important consideration is not
blood-alcohol level or the kind or amount of
drugs a person has taken. It is the effect that

alcohol, drugs, or a combination of the two
has on a person's driving ability that matters.
It is also a criminal offence to drive with
a blood alcohol content (BAC) of more
than .08. Scientific evidence shows that
almost everyone will be impaired at .08.
Drivers can be prosecuted without showing
that being over .08 affected their driving
ability.
Saskatchewan law goes even further. New
drivers (under the Graduated Driver's
Licensing Program) can have their licence
suspended if they have consumed any alcohol
and more experienced drivers can have their
licence suspended if their blood-alcohol level
is over .04.
While drinking and driving offences are
quite well-known, awareness about drugged
driving is not as common. There is no legal
limit, equivalent to over .08, for drug use.
Even small amounts of many drugs can put
you at risk for driving impaired. Uncertainty
about how much is too much combined with
difficulties concerning proving impairment,
make drugged driving a more complex issue
than simply being over .08.

Ilfcting Drunk cw
Drugged Driving
Police use a variety of methods to determine
if a person is driving while impaired by drugs
or alcohol. There are specific methods to
test for blood alcohol over .08. Similarly,
there are tools to determine if a driver has
exceeded the legal limit under Saskatchewan
law (.04 for experienced drivers and zero for
new drivers). There are also standardized
tests to look for signs of impairment from
alcohol or drugs. It is a criminal offence to
refuse to take these tests or provide the
required samples.

Roadside Tests

Blood Samples

If a police officer has reason to believe that a
driver has any alcohol in their body the officer
can demand that the driver immediately
provide a breath sample for a roadside
screening device. Unlike breathalyzers,
roadside screening devices don't tell the
amount of alcohol a person has in their blood.
They usually indicate pass, fail or warning.

In some situations, the police can demand a
blood sample rather than a breath sample.
A demand for a blood sample can be made
when a police officer believes that the driver's
physical condition makes them unable to take
a breathalyzer test. A demand for a blood
sample may also be made when it would
be unreasonably difficult to obtain breath
samples. For example, a person who suffers
a mouth or face injury in a collision might not
be able to provide a proper breath sample.

Breathalyzers
A breathalyzer demand may be made when
a police officer has reasonable grounds
to believe that a driver is impaired or has
a blood-alcohol level over .08. A demand
may also be made if the officer reasonably
suspects that a new driver has consumed any
alcohol. For example, the police may demand
that a person take a breathalyzer test if they
fail a roadside test or their driving is erratic.
If someone is stopped for a traffic violation
or is at a roadside checkpoint an officer
may demand the person take a breathalyzer
test even when there is no alcohol on the
driver's breath.
Within Three Hours
A breathalyzer demand can be made if a
police officer has reason to believe that
a person has been driving while impaired
or over .08 within the last three hours. A
demand can even be made if that person is
not in their vehicle. For example, if an officer
sees someone weaving all over the road and
then finds that person at home half an hour
later, the driver could still be required to take
the test and can be charged if they are over
the limit or refuse to take the test.

Standard Field Sobriety Tests
Police officers may require a driver to take a
Standard Field Sobriety Test (SFST) if they
have reason to believe that the driver has
too much alcohol in their blood system. For
new drivers, any alcohol is too much alcohol.
Experienced drivers may drive provided their
alcohol level is below .04.
A Standard Field Sobriety Test may also be
required if there is reason to believe that a
driver is unsafe to drive because of drugs or
other substances.
These tests are designed to assist police
officers in spotting signs of impairment. They
typically include checking a driver's ability
to follow the movement of an object with
their eyes, keep their balance and follow
instructions. If the test shows signs of drug
impairment the driver must undergo a drug
evaluation and classification assessment
by a trained police officer. This means that
the driver must provide a blood, saliva or
urine sample.

