November
2018

The “BEAR-Necessities”
November
Dates to Remember:
Nov 1: Public Flu Clinic,
4 to 7 pm in our
Library
Nov 1: Conference Manager
opens, 6 pm
Nov 9: Non Student Day
Nov 12: Day in Lieu of
Remembrance Day,
no school
Nov 15: Gr 6 First Band
Concert, at ERES,
7 pm

Nov 16: Conference Manager
closes at noon
Nov 16: Report Cards go
home
Nov 20 and 22: Learning
Conferences,
4 to 8 pm

Reminder: Every Friday
is BEAR Wear Day— wear
our school colours or
BEAR Wear.
FOLLOW US ON
TWITTER

@pbsBEARS

Administrator’s Message:
As we near the end of our first term, teachers are busy wrapping up units
of study, preparing report cards, and gathering materials for parentstudent-teacher conferences. Your child has learned so much in the first
weeks of school and conferences are a great way for them to share their
successes and celebrations with you!
Having students participate or take the lead in their conferences provides
them the opportunity to be metacognitive, and think about their own
learning processes. Current research and numerous studies show that
metacognitive learners, or those who reflect on their learning, have better
academic outcomes because “strong learners can explain which strategies they used to solve a problem and why.” (Pellegrino & Hilton, 2012, p.
92). We hope that during your conferences and conversations with your
children they can explain to you not only what they understand well, but
more importantly, what strategies they have in the bank for when they
don’t understand something. We look forward to seeing you all at the end
of November!
Ms. Sillers,
Mrs. Stadnyk,
Principal

Vice-Principal

Thank you to our Grade 8 students who have stepped up
to volunteer for our Safety Patrol. Thank you also to parents who are encouraging their children to cross the street
at appropriate cross-walks and not jaywalk across the
street. We need your support to model best practice! We
appreciate the positive support we have received in setting
up the Safety Patrol and enforcing the ‘No Parking’ on the South Side. Visibility is
increased dramatically and our students can safely cross the streets!

Staff and students will observe

Remembrance Day
on Thursday, November 8
in the school gymnasium:
Kindergarten to Grade 3 at 9:30 a.m.
and Grades 4 to 8 at 10:45 a.m.
Community members are welcome.

A REMINDERS and UPDATES

Report Cards will go out on November 16th and Learning Conferences will take place November 20th and 22nd from 4 to 8 p.m.

Parents can book their conferences online.
Conference Manager opens to parents November 1 at 6 p.m. A letter was
emailed to parents explaining the process to book a conference. This information is also
available on the school website under Publications at the bottom of the Home Page. Conference
Manager will close November 16 at noon.
If you do not have internet access, call the school and we will book your conferences for you.
Due to rising enrolments and time constraints we are asking split families to book one conference
and attend together. If this is not manageable, please contact the administration to establish an alternate plan. Thank you for your understanding.

Pilot Butte School has received their newest piece of sensory equipment thanks to
the generous donation of the Kinette Club of Pilot Butte. The students at Pilot
Butte School now have access to The Little Red Sensory cart which is a portable
sensory cart that includes a bubble tower, fiber optics and a projector. This cart is
open to all students within the building and has been very successful thus far as a
calming strategy. Pilot Butte School would like to send a huge Bear thank you to
the Kinnette Club of Pilot Butte for their donation and support of local students.
In the past we have explored having tents and other calming spaces in the classroom. With the growing class sizes, these structures were consuming valuable classroom space. The Sensory cart can be moved into the classroom when it is needed and then moved back out into an alternate
location after, therefore freeing up classroom space.

We have used the cart for students with special needs as a way of meeting their sensory needs, but have also used the cart for typical developing students who may be
experiencing some anxiety or stress during the school day. The Sensory cart has also
brought together students with diverse needs and typical developing students. Students will sit and change the bubble colours together, hold the fiber optic strands
and watch the projector wheels. This sensory cart is just one piece of a more comprehensive sensory program that we use throughout the school to build an inclusive
environment for all our students.
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Permit Parking
At the front entrance to the school we have an “Accessible” parking zone. This
zone is reserved for anyone with the appropriate parking permit. We have several
families and a wheelchair accessible bus using the space. We have also added two
new “accessible” spots on the west side of the school. Please ensure you are not
stopping or parking in that zone at any time of the day. Thanks for your support in this.

Cross Country

With help from Mrs. Lang and Laura Latsay, September 2018, marked a come-back for Pilot Butte
School’s Cross Country Team. With an astonishing number of 66 students participating in the program,
the successes are many, but here are a few that we wanted to share with the rest of the BEAR families:
The travelling team of 16 participants in grades 58 went to 3 meets within the division. By the
end of the season, 5 of these participants were
holding a pace faster than 5 minutes/km; and
one was completing a 2 km run in less than 8
minutes – ASTOUNDING!
This was a new experience for 94% of the travelling team. These students relied on friendships and
teamwork to gain racing experience, and slowly grew to race for themselves with appropriate strategies. All of these participants increased their pace over the season with the greatest improvement
from one student who shaved a whopping 8 minutes off her time for a 3 km race!
Halfway through the season, 8 participants in Grade 4 proved their readiness by completing a 2 km run
in 12 minutes, earning a spot to travel to the last away-meet of the season. Each of these new participants competed really well and brought a lot of team spirit to the field. Two of these participants were quicker than 5 minutes/km, and one of these students also completed the 2 km run in
less than 8 minutes!
In partnership with the Town of Pilot Butte, we hosted our own mini meet for 33 grade 3 and 4 students who weren’t initially included as part of the travel team. This untimed event went extremely
well with the help of 15 volunteers from PBS families and community members. THANKS TO
THOSE PARENTS, STUDENTS, AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY WHO
CAME OUT TO LEND A HAND!
Thank you to the Town of Pilot Butte for making sure the mini meet course was in great shape and to
Graham Construction for lending us the materials for marking the course.

No Nuts, PLEASE!
Pilot Butte School has several students with severe nut allergies. We ask that
families do not pack lunches or snacks containing peanuts or peanut products.
Please note that substitute products like WOW Butter are not to be brought to
school. We cannot guarantee or discern these products.
We must place the safety of children ahead of the convenience of nut substitute
products.
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PILOT BUTTE SCHOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
The PBSCC are in the planning stages of our initiatives
for the 2018/2019 school year and we would love your
feedback so come join us for a meeting! Did you know
that PBS collects your Campbell’s
soup labels? Ensure the UPC code is
in tact, collect and hand in to the
office.
PBSCC would like to thank you
for your support at our first of many
movie nights to come. Our next movie will be Saturday,
November 17.
Next meeting is Monday, Nov. 5 at 6pm and we always
offer free babysitting. New members always welcome!

2018-2019 PBSCC Executive
Jacy Reinhardt - Chair
Amanda O’Donnell - Vice-Chair
Maurice Halipchak- Treasurer
Tamara Devers - Secretary

Email us at pilotbuttescc@hotmail.com

Thank you to our
community
coaches for an
awesome Fall of sports
for our students: Twyla
Armstrong, Dwayne and
Terri Burrell, Julie Mayer
and Tam Boreen!

Reminder about

“Remind”
This Fall Pilot Butte School is
using an app called REMIND.
Parents will receive reminders
from the school about events
usually a day or two before. If
you wish to be part of this
handy service just follow these
instructions.

We Could Win!

Band Update – November 2018
Grade 6 First Performance: Thursday, November 15th,
2018 – 6:30 p.m. (ERES)
This concert features only our Grade 6 Students in their
first performance, showing the audience the
great things they’ve been learning in the last
couple of months! We’ll be playing all of your
beginner band favourites!!
Happy Music Making!!

Last week each student received a “student
pass” to the Regina Gem Show at Evraz
Place Banner Hall from November 1 to 4.
If you go to this event as a family, we are
asking that you vote for “your favourite
school” as Pilot Butte School could win the
“Rock My Science” Classroom Contest.
This would entitle our school to a
$2,000.00 prize package. Thanks.

PILOT BUTTE SCHOOL Educate...Empower...Excel

Box 390,
301 6th Street Pilot Butte,
Saskatchewan S0G 3Z0
Tammy Sillers, Principal
Phone: 781-4488
Fax: 781-4530
Email: pilotbutteschool@pvsd.ca
Visit

Fulvia Stadnyk, Vice-Principal

us on the web!

www.pvsd.ca/school/pilotbutte

Pilot Butte School
is part of

